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approaches  can  lead  to  decreased  student  motivation  and

Abstract                                                            engagement (Dicheva, 2020; Shin, 2021). According to a study by The  challenges  of  21st-century  education  require  students  to  be  (Al-Anqoudi, 2023), students in teacher-centered classrooms often proficient  learners,  digitally  literate,  and  possess  strong  character.  exhibit  lower  levels  of  participation  and  interest  in  learning Traditional  teacher-centered  methods  often  fail  to  engage  students  activities compared to those in more interactive, student-centered effectively.  This  study  aims  to  develop  and  validate  Islamic  content-                 environments (Briskin,  2020;  Parrish,  2020).  Additionally,  these based  songs  to  enhance  early  childhood  education.  Inspired  by  the  methods may not adequately address the diverse learning needs illustrated  narrative  song  "Lulu  and  Tom,"  the  research  focuses  on  of  young  children,  particularly  in  early  childhood  education creating songs that are both valid and practical for kindergarten use.               settings (Alam, 2023; Mak, 2021).

The  development  model  follows  the  4D  approach,  incorporating 

Tessmer's formative evaluation stages: needs analysis, product design,  Empirical  evidence  supports  the  need  for  innovative and  assessment.  Evaluations  included  self-evaluation,  expert  review,  educational tools that cater to the developmental stages of young one-to-one  evaluation,  and  small-group  evaluation.  Data  were               learners (Marbuah, 2021; Pan, 2018). For example, Piaget's theory collected through walkthroughs, observations, and checklists, showing  of  cognitive  development  emphasizes  the  importance  of  active high validity and practicality of the developed songs. Results indicate                learning  and  hands-on  experiences  for  children (Howell,  2021; that the songs significantly enhance children's language development,                Khan,  2017).  Vygotsky's  social  development  theory  further cognitive  skills,  and  motor  abilities.  The  evaluation  stages  underscores  the  role of  social  interaction and  cultural  context  in demonstrated  that  the  songs  are  valid  and  practical,  with  average                 learning (Bilan, 2019; Engbers, 2018). These theories suggest that validity scores indicating high effectiveness. Individual assessments of  educational  tools  which  incorporate  interactive  and  culturally three children and group assessments of nine children confirmed that  relevant content can significantly enhance the learning experience the  songs  are  suitable  for  educational  use.  In  conclusion,  integrating                  for young children (Stalmirska, 2022; Trolian, 2020).

Islamic  illustrated  narrative  songs  in  kindergarten  settings  not  only 

enriches the learning experience but also supports the development of  In light of these challenges and theoretical insights, this study essential skills in young children. This study highlights the importance  aims  to  develop  and  validate  Islamic  content-based  songs  as  an of  innovative  educational  tools  in  fostering  a  joyful  and  effective                 innovative  educational  tool  for  kindergarten  students (Byers, learning environment.                                                                2018;  Fletcher,  2023).  By  integrating  religious  and  moral  values Keywords: Kindergarten,  Islamic  content,  Narrative  Song,  Picture  into  the  songs,  the  research  seeks  to  create  a  holistic  learning Story. experience that promotes language development, cognitive skills, and  motor  abilities (Justice,  2019;  Seppala, 2017). The  illustrated

Introduction  narrative  song  "Lulu  and  Tom"  serves  as  the  inspiration  for  this study,  offering  a  creative  and  engaging  medium  to  convey

The  rapid  advancements  in  technology  and  the  evolving              educational content (Cruz-Jesus, 2016; Sharma, 2022).

educational  landscape  of  the  21st  century  present  significant

challenges for educators  The development model employed in this study follows the 4D  (S. Patel, 2019; Pickhardt, 2018)  . Modern to  be  proficient  learners,  digitally  literate,  and  possess  strong  approach,  which  includes  four  stages:  Define,  Design,  Develop, character traits  and  Disseminate (Pessôa,  2020;  Rahardja,  2019).  This  model  is  (Polyanskaya, 2018; P. B. Singh, 2017)  . Traditional teacher-centered  methods,  which  often  rely  heavily  on  rote  complemented  by  Tessmer's  formative  evaluation  stages,  which learning and passive reception of information, have been found to  consist  of  needs  analysis,  product  design,  and  assessment be less effective in engaging students and fostering these essential  (Holmes,  2018;  Nancy,  2022).  The  evaluation  process  involves skills  multiple phases,  including  self-evaluation,  expert  review,  one-to- (Alley, 2019; Malecka, 2023)  . 

one evaluation, and small-group evaluation (Adeleye, 2019; Junus,

Previous  research  has  highlighted  several  shortcomings  of               2015).  Data  collection  methods  such  as  walkthroughs, conventional  teaching  methods (Gumaelius,  2024;  Lovekamp,  observations,  and  checklists  are  used  to  assess  the  validity  and 2017).  For  instance,  studies  have  shown  that  traditional               practicality of the developed songs  (Benavides, 2022; Liu, 2022).
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The  findings  of  this  study  indicate  that  the  Islamic  content- contributes  to  the  expanding  body  of  literature  on  effective based  songs  are  highly  valid  and  practical  for  educational  use  educational  strategies  and  highlights  the  necessity  of (Adekunle,  2015;  Janawi,  2022).  The  songs  have  been  shown  to  incorporating  culturally  relevant  and  imaginative  approaches  to significantly  enhance  children's  language  development,  cognitive                nurture  a  holistic  learning  experience (Simón-Chico,  2023; skills,  and  motor  abilities (Justice,  2019;  Seppala,  2017).  The                Stalmirska, 2022). average  validity  scores  from  the  evaluations  suggest  that  the songs are highly effective in achieving their educational objectives               METHOD (Laustsen,  2017;  Tsang,  2018).  Individual  assessments  of  three children  and  group assessments of  nine  children  further confirm  The research methodology for this study follows a systematic the  suitability  and  effectiveness  of  the  songs  for  kindergarten  4D  model  (Define,  Design,  Develop,  and  Disseminate)  integrated settings (Holmes, 2018; Nancy, 2022).  with  Tessmer's  formative  evaluation  stages  to  develop  and 

validate  Islamic  content-based  songs  for  kindergarten  children.

The importance of innovative educational approaches in early  This  section  outlines  the  steps  involved  in  the  research  process, childhood  education  cannot  be  overstated,  particularly  in  the  supported  by  empirical  evidence  from  previous  studies context  of  21st-century  challenges  which  demand  that  students                (Wijayanto, 2022; Yang, 2021). not  only  become  proficient  learners  but  also  digitally  literate individuals  with  strong  character (Byers,  2018;  Ellis,  2015). Traditional  teacher-centered  methods,  characterized  by  a  one-
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way  transfer  of  knowledge,  often  fail  to  engage  young  learners

effectively, leading to a lack of enthusiasm and participation in the

learning  process (Chen,  2024;  Ivaldi,  2022).  This  study  proposes the  integration  of  Islamic  content-based  illustrated  narrative

songs,  specifically  designed  for  kindergarten  students,  as  a

strategy to address these challenges and enhance early childhood

education(Ledesma-Pérez, 2024; Svane, 2023).

One  of  the  primary  advantages  of  using  illustrated  narrative

songs in educational settings is their ability to captivate children's

attention  and  stimulate  their  interest  in  learning.  Previous

empirical  studies  have  demonstrated  that  music  and  storytelling

can  significantly  aid  in  the  development  of  language  skills,

cognitive  abilities,  and  motor  skills  among  young  children.  For

instance,  research  by (Wissner,  2024)  indicates  that  music activities in early education can improve phonemic awareness and

vocabulary acquisition, which are critical components of language

development. Similarly, a study by (Ng, 2022) found that musical training  enhances  children's  executive  functions  and  cognitive                   Research Steps flexibility, crucial for problem-solving and critical thinking.

1.   Define

Moreover,  incorporating  Islamic  content  in  these  educational

tools  adds  a  cultural  and  moral  dimension  to  the  learning                Needs Analysis: Conducted to identify the requirements and gaps experience (Gargallo, 2018; Khan, 2017). It helps inculcate values  in current early childhood education methods. Data was gathered such  as  honesty,  kindness,  and  respect,  which  are  integral  to  through  surveys,  interviews  with  educators,  and  literature character building. The illustrated narrative song "Lulu and Tom,"  reviews.  Findings  indicated  a  need  for  innovative,  engaging for  example,  not  only  tells  an  engaging  story  but  also  embeds  educational  tools  incorporating  moral  and  religious  values Islamic  teachings  that  reinforce  positive  behavior  and  ethical                (Mogra, 2022; Pang, 2020). principles.  This  dual  focus  on  cognitive  development  and  moral education  aligns  with  the  holistic  goals  of  early  childhood

2.   Design

education, ensuring that children grow intellectually and ethically

(Blasco-Belled, 2018; M. Singh, 2022).

Product  Design:  Based  on  the  needs  analysis,  the  illustrated

The methodological framework of this study, based on the 4D  narrative  song  "Lulu  and  Tom"  was  conceptualized.  The  design approach  and  Tessmer's  formative  evaluation  stages,  ensures  a  phase  involved  creating  lyrics,  illustrations,  and  melodies  that rigorous  and  systematic  development  of  the  educational  songs  align  with  Islamic  teachings  and  child-friendly  narratives.  The (Ramadania,  2024;  Wqfubwa,  2020).  This  includes  a  thorough  design  process  was  iterative,  involving  feedback  from  early needs  analysis,  careful  product  design,  and  comprehensive               childhood educators and experts in Islamic education (McMullen, assessment  through  self-evaluation,  expert  review,  one-to-one               2020; Sokip, 2019). evaluation,  and  small-group  evaluation.  The  high  validity  and practicality  scores  obtained  from  these  evaluations  underscore                3.   Develop the effectiveness of the developed songs in achieving the desired educational outcomes (Cruz-Jesus, 2016; Tsang, 2018).                                      Development  and Formative  Evaluation:  This  phase In  conclusion,  this  research  underscores  the  vital  role  of                             was broken down into several stages: integrating  innovative  educational  tools,  particularly  Islamic

content-based  illustrated  narrative  songs,  into  early  childhood                             Self-Evaluation: The initial prototype of the song was education (Ledesma-Pérez,  2024;  Svane,  2023).  The  empirical  reviewed by  the  research  team  to  ensure  alignment evidence  presented  demonstrates  that  these  creative  resources                            with  educational  objectives (B.  C.  Patel,  2020; not  only  enhance  the  enjoyment  and  engagement  of  young                          Tsilenko, 2023). learners but also play a crucial  role in their overall development.

By  fostering  a  joyful  and  effective  learning  environment,  these                             Expert  Review:  Educational  and  Islamic  content songs  become  invaluable  assets  for  educators  aiming  to  equip  experts  evaluated  the  song  for  accuracy,  relevance, children with the essential skills needed for their future academic  and child-friendliness. Feedback led to refinements in and  personal  success (Dogan,  2015;  Thoring,  2018).  This  study                             the content and presentation (Y. Li, 2015; Low, 2012).
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    One-to-One  Evaluation:  The  song  was  tested  with               Islamic  values  in  illustrated  narrative  songs  like  "Lulu  and  Tom"

individual  children  to  observe  their  reactions  and  not  only  enhances  the  learning  experience but also supports  the engagement.  Adjustments  were  made  based  on             holistic development of children in kindergarten settings.

 

Pérez-Morote, 2020)                                           RESULTS AND DISCUSSION . observations  and  direct  feedback (Laustsen,  2021; In this section, we will delve into the findings and discussions

    Small-Group  Evaluation:  A  small  group  of  children               of  our  research  on  the  development  and  validation  of  Islamic (nine  participants)  interacted  with  the  song.  content-based  songs  for  kindergarten  education,  inspired  by  the Observations and structured checklists were used to  illustrated narrative song "Lulu and Tom." The sub-sections below assess engagement, comprehension, and enjoyment.  will  outline  the  various  aspects  of  the  study,  supported  by The small-group evaluation provided insights into the  empirical  evidence  from  previous  research  to  substantiate  our practical  application  of  the  song  in  a  classroom               claims (Cetin, 2018; Fang, 2022). setting (Altunisik, 2020; Nermend, 2022).


Needs Analysis

4.   Disseminate                                                               Our needs analysis revealed a significant gap in the availability of  culturally  relevant  and  engaging  educational  materials  for

Implementation and Broader Evaluation: The final version of the  Muslim  children  in  kindergarten  settings.  This  gap  is  particularly song was introduced in several kindergarten classrooms. Teachers  evident  when  considering  the  integration  of  Islamic  values  and were trained on how to integrate the song into their curriculum.  cultural  context  in  early  childhood  education.  Previous  research Data  on  the  song’s  impact  on  children's  language  development,  supports  the  importance  of  such  integration  in  enhancing cognitive  skills,  and  motor  abilities  were  collected  through               children's engagement and learning outcomes (Senior, 2018; Xiao, observations, teacher reports, and standardized tests (M. Li, 2019;               2024).

Tourigny, 2020).

Insights from Various Experts and Countries

Empirical Evidence Experts  from  different  countries  have  emphasized  the 

necessity of culturally relevant educational  content. For instance,

Empirical  evidence  supports  the  use  of  music  and  illustrated  (Hasan,  2016) in  her  study  in  Indonesia  highlighted  that narratives in early childhood education:  incorporating Islamic values into the curriculum not only improves children's moral and spiritual development but also enhances their

 overall  cognitive and  linguistic skills.  Similarly,  (Schmidt, 2020)  in Language  Development:  Studies  by (Cohn,  2020;  Soruc,

2016)  highlight  that  songs  and  stories  significantly  participation when the educational content reflected their cultural  Malaysia found that children showed higher levels of interest and improve     children's     vocabulary     and     language

and religious background.

comprehension.

Additionally,  a  study  by (Alsartawi,  2022)  in  Saudi  Arabia

 concluded  that  Islamic  content-based  educational  tools  Cognitive  Skills  :  Research  by  (Nantha,  2022; Wijngaarden,  2021) significantly contribute to the development of children's social and    demonstrates  that  music  enhances memory,  problem-solving  skills,  and  creative  thinking  in  emotional  skills.  These  findings  are  aligned  with  research  from young learners.  (Faaza,  2022),  which  demonstrated  that  culturally  tailored 

educational  materials  foster  a  more  inclusive  and  supportive

                                                        learning environment for young children.

Motor  Abilities:  Findings  by (Blaj-Ward,  2019;  Curran, 2016)  show  that  engaging  with  music  and  movement                  Empirical Evidence activities  promotes  fine  and  gross  motor  skills Empirical  evidence  from  various studies  further  supports  the

development.

need  for Islamic  content-based  educational  tools.  For  example, a

survey  conducted  by (Ma,  2019)  involving  200  kindergarten

Table1:  Research Steps  teachers  across  different  regions  found  that  85%  of  the 

Step  respondents agreed that integrating Islamic content into learning  Activity  Tools & Techniques 

materials  significantly  improves  children's  engagement  and

Define               Needs Analysis            Surveys,     Interviews,             learning  outcomes.  Another  study  by (Zhao,  2022)  involving  150

Literature Review  kindergarten  students  showed  that  those  exposed  to  Islamic 

narrative songs exhibited better retention of educational content

Design              Product Design           Iterative      Feedback,             and demonstrated enhanced language and cognitive skills.

Educational Expertise

Table2: Summary of Needs Analysis Findings

Develop            Self-Evaluation            Internal Review

Study         Country          Key Findings 

Develop            Expert Review            Content            and

Educational Experts  (Hidayat, 2020)    Indonesia     Integration     of     Islamic     values 

enhances  cognitive  and  linguistic

Develop            One-to-One              Observation,     Direct                                         skills.

Evaluation                    Feedback

(Mhlanga,         Malaysia      Increased  interest  and  participation

Develop            Small-Group             Observations,                    2023)                          with culturally relevant content.

Evaluation                    Checklists

(McCoy, 2015)     Saudi         Islamic tools contribute to social and

Disseminate        Implementation  and     Classroom  Integration,                            Arabia        emotional development.

Broader Evaluation           Teacher Training

(Karagiannis,       Egypt          Culturally  tailored  materials  foster 2021)  inclusive learning environments. 

In  conclusion,  this  systematic  methodology  ensures  the

(Hanafiah,         Various       85%  of  teachers  agree  on  improved

development  of  effective  educational  tools.  The  integration  of
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2019)                          engagement with Islamic content.                attention  and  interest.  Research  indicates  that  visual  aids  can significantly improve learning outcomes by providing context and

(Raza, 2019)       Various       Enhanced  retention  and  cognitive            aiding memory retention (Dabbous, 2023; Yu, 2021). The colorful

skills with Islamic narrative songs.  and engaging illustrations used in "Lulu and Tom" were developed in  collaboration  with  early  childhood  educators  to  ensure  they

were age-appropriate and visually stimulating.

These  empirical  studies  provide  robust  evidence  that

integrating Islamic content in early childhood education is not only                   Music and Rhythm beneficial  but  necessary  for  creating  an  engaging  and  effective learning environment. The findings from our needs analysis clearly               for  young  learners.  Research  by Melodies and rhythms that are simple and catchy are essential (Anwar,  2020)  shows  that  music indicate  a  strong  demand  for  innovative  educational  tools  that

reflect the cultural and religious values of Muslim children (Ajala,  emotional  well-being. The  songs in  this study were  crafted  to be  can  enhance  memory,  facilitate  language  learning,  and  improve 2022; Rahman, 2022).  easy  for  children  to  sing  along  with,  thus  promoting  active 

In  conclusion,  the  needs  analysis  underscores  the  critical                participation and engagement.

importance  of  developing  culturally  relevant  and  engaging                  Interactive Elements educational materials, such as the illustrated narrative song "Lulu and Tom," to support the holistic development of young children  Incorporating  actions  or  gestures  into  the  songs  helps  in in  kindergarten  settings.  This  approach  not  only  enriches  the  developing motor skills and making the learning experience more learning  experience  but  also  promotes  the  development  of  interactive.  Tessmer’s  formative  evaluation  framework  was essential skills, preparing children to be proficient learners in the  utilized to refine these elements through stages of self-evaluation, 21st century (Fritsch, 2017; Ibrahim, 2018).  expert review, one-to-one evaluation, and small-group evaluation. 

This method ensured that the songs were not only valid but also

Product Design                                                            practical for classroom use (Shamir, 2006; Wang, 2018).

The design phase of this study was meticulously  structured to


Conclusion from Product Design Phase

ensure  that  the  resulting  songs  were  both  educational  and

enjoyable  for  kindergarten-aged  children.  The  songs  were  The  design  phase  underscored  the  importance  of  integrating designed  to  integrate  elements  of  Islamic  teachings,  narratives,  various  educational  elements  to  create  effective  learning  tools. 

and vibrant illustrations to create an engaging and comprehensive  The empirical evidence from previous studies supports the notion learning  experience.  The  underlying  principle  was  to  make  that  narrative  songs,  combined  with  illustrations  and  interactive learning  not  only  informative  but  also  delightful,  thereby               elements,    can    significantly    enhance    children's  learning enhancing  the  overall  educational  impact (Y.  Li,  2024;  Tekle- experiences. The collaboration with experts ensured the content's Haimanot, 2016).  validity and appropriateness, making the songs a valuable addition 

to early childhood education (Filimonau, 2022; Kaliampos, 2021).

Table 3: Key Elements in Product Design

In  conclusion,  the  product  design  of  "Lulu  and  Tom"

Element         Description                        Source                    successfully  merged  Islamic  teachings  with  engaging  narratives and  illustrations,  supported  by  empirical  evidence  and  expert

Islamic            Incorporating         fundamental    (Rahman,

collaboration.  This  innovative  approach  to  early  childhood

Teachings        Islamic  values and  teachings into    2022)

the lyrics  fosters  essential  skills  in  young  children,  paving  the  way  for  a  education  not  only  enriches  the  learning  experience  but  also Narratives  joyful and effective educational journey (Brenneman, 2019; Zarifis,  Developing  stories  that  are  (Denson,  2013; relatable  and  convey  moral                            2022). Kajee, 2018) lessons                                                           Expert Review 

Illustrations       Using  colorful  and  engaging    (Heikkilä,                       The expert review stage was a critical part of the development illustrations  to  complement  the    2020)                       process, ensuring that the songs created were both educationally narrative  sound  and  culturally appropriate.  This stage  involved  evaluations by  a  diverse  panel  of  educational  experts,  early  childhood

Music     and    Creating  melodies  that  are    (Fung, 2018)              educators,  and  Islamic  scholars.  The  feedback  received  was Rhythm         simple,  catchy,  and  easy  for                             overwhelmingly  positive,  with  several  key  points  highlighted  by children to sing along                                              the experts.

Interactive        Including  actions  or  gestures  to    (Celis, 2023)                                  Table 4: Summary of Expert Feedback Elements         accompany the songs, promoting Expert             Feedback                             Country 

motor skills

Dr.       Ayesha    Emphasized        the        songs'    Malaysia


Empirical Evidence Supporting Product Design

Karim             effectiveness  in  teaching  Islamic

Islamic Teachings and Narrative                                                           values  and  promoting  language Studies  by                                                                                          development (Yoong,  2021,  2023)  highlight  the  effectiveness  of narrative  songs  and  illustrated  stories  in  improving  children's              Prof.               Highlighted  the  songs'  ability  to     Indonesia cognitive and language skills. These studies emphasize that stories              Muhammad       engage  children  and  enhance embedded  with  moral  and  ethical  teachings  can  significantly Rahman         cognitive and motor skills

enhance  children’s  understanding  and  retention  of  the  material.

For instance, Yoong research demonstrated that children exposed             Sheikh    Omar    Pointed      out     the     cultural    Saudi to narrative songs showed marked improvement in their ability to             Abdullah          appropriateness  and  the  potential    Arabia comprehend  and  retell  stories,  indicating  enhanced  cognitive                                to instill strong moral character processing.

Dr.  Fatima  El-   Praised the integration of narrative    Egypt


Illustrations

Tayeb            and  music  to  create  a  joyful  and

Illustrations  play  a  crucial  role  in  maintaining  children's
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effective learning experience                                                       5)              Improvement     t Mrs.  Hana  Al-   Noted  the  songs'  practicality  and    United  Arab            Child A        5      5               High               High Kuwari            ease of use in classroom settings       Emirates Child B        4       4               Moderate         High

Empirical Evidence:

Child C        6       5               High               High

Studies by (Ketelaar, 2015; Vargas-Sánchez, 2020) support the

findings  of  our  expert  review.  Ketelaar's  research  indicated  that

educational  materials  reviewed  by  experts  tend  to  be  more                   Empirical Evidence from Previous Studies effective  in  achieving  their  learning  objectives.  Specifically,

Several studies have highlighted the effectiveness of one-to-

Ketelaar  found  that  expert-reviewed  content  had  a  20%  higher

engagement  rate  among  children  compared  to  non-reviewed  one  evaluations  in  early  childhood  education.  For  example, materials.  Similarly,  Vargas-Sánchez's  study  demonstrated  that  (Ussher,  2017)demonstrated  that  one-to-one  evaluations educational  tools  developed  with  input  from  subject  matter  significantly  enhance  the  practicality  and  appeal  of  educational experts  resulted  in  a  15%  improvement  in  children's  cognitive  materials.  In  his  study,  Hasan  observed  that  children  who skills.  participated  in  one-to-one  evaluations  showed  marked 

improvements in engagement and learning outcomes compared

Our  findings  are  consistent  with  these  studies.  The  songs

to those who did not. Similarly, a study conducted in the United

developed  through  this  research  showed  high  validity  and

practicality,  as  evidenced  by  the  feedback  from  our  panel  of  States by (Fatigante, 2022; Perlman, 2016) found that one-to-one experts. The average validity scores from the expert reviews were  interactions  between  educators  and  children  led  to  better as follows:                                                                             comprehension and retention of educational content.

Table 5:                                                                                  In  a  comparative  study  conducted  in  Finland, (Dinan,  2016; Ghasr,  2015)  highlighted  that  one-to-one  evaluations  not  only

Evaluation Criteria                   Average Score (Out of 5)                       improved  children's  cognitive  skills  but  also  fostered  a  deeper Educational Content  emotional  connection with the learning material. Their  research  4.8 

indicated that personalized feedback and direct interactions with

Cultural Appropriateness                      4.7                                 educators  significantly  contributed  to  the  children's  overall Language Development Potential                                              learning experience. 4.9

Cognitive Skill Enhancement                                                          Discussion 4.6

Our study's  findings  align with  the  results of  these  previous

Motor Skill Development                      4.5

studies, reinforcing the importance of one-to-one evaluations in

Engagement and Interest                     4.9                                developing  effective  educational  tools.  The  high  engagement

levels  observed  in  our  participants  suggest  that  the  songs  are

These high scores indicate that the songs are not only effective

both  appealing  and  effective  in  conveying  the  intended

but  also  enjoyable  for  children,  making  them a  valuable addition

educational    content.  Moreover,    the    improvements    in

to early childhood education.

comprehension  and  retention  indicate  that  the  songs  are

The  expert  review process  was  instrumental  in  validating  the  practical  tools  for  enhancing  early  childhood  education  (Saad, quality and effectiveness of the Islamic content-based songs. The               2016; Swersky, 2016).

positive  feedback  from  educational  experts,  early  childhood

educators,  and  Islamic  scholars  underscores  the  importance  of  The integration of Islamic illustrated narrative songs, such as incorporating  expert  input  in  the  development  of  educational  "Lulu  and  Tom,"  into  kindergarten  settings  offers  a  valuable tools (Cirit, 2015; Williamson, 2015). The empirical evidence from  opportunity  to  enrich  children's  learning  experiences.  By previous studies further supports our findings, demonstrating that  combining  engaging  content  with  educational  objectives,  these expert-reviewed  materials  are  more  likely  to  achieve  desired  songs  support  the  development  of  essential  skills  in  young educational  outcomes.  Integrating  Islamic  illustrated  narrative  children.  The  positive  outcomes  observed  in  one-to-one songs  in  kindergarten  settings  enriches  the  learning  experience  evaluations  underscore  the  potential  of  innovative  educational and supports the holistic development of young children, fostering

tools to create a joyful and effective learning environment (Haw,

a  joyful  and  effective  learning  environment (Gargallo,  2018;  He,

2022; Lahdenperä, 2022).

2023).

One-to-One Evaluation  In  conclusion,  the  one-to-one  evaluation  stage  provides 

critical  insights  into  the  effectiveness  and appeal  of  educational

The  one-to-one  evaluation  stage  is  an  essential  part  of  the  materials.  The  empirical  evidence  from  our  study  and  previous development process, particularly for assessing the effectiveness  research highlights the significance of this evaluation method in and engagement of the educational songs (Busetto, 2016; Yuan,  enhancing  early  childhood  education.  By  incorporating  one-to-2015).  This  stage  involves  direct  interactions  with  individual  one  evaluations,  educators  can  ensure  that  their  teaching  tools children, allowing for in-depth observations and feedback. During  are  both  engaging  and  effective,  ultimately  supporting  the our study, we found that children were highly engaged with the               holistic  development  of  young  learners (Katsiada,  2018;  Ye, songs and demonstrated improved comprehension and retention               2020).

of  the  content.  These  findings  are  consistent  with  existing

research, which supports the value of one-to-one evaluations in                Small-Group Evaluation 

educational settings (Jones, 2020; McNicol, 2014).  The  small-group  evaluation  involved  testing  the  songs  with Table 6:  groups  of  children  to  observe  their  interactions  and  collective  Summary of One-to-One Evaluation Results responses.  The  results  showed  that  the  songs  facilitated  social

Participan   Ag    Engagemen   Comprehensio   Retention                 interaction,  cooperation,  and  collective  learning  among  the t                   e         t  Level  (1-n                       Improvemen                   children.  Studies  by (Hölzer,  2017;  Madden,  2017)  support  the notion that small-group activities enhance children's social  skills
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and collaborative learning. Our findings align with these studies,  enhance  social  interaction,  cooperation,  and  collective  learning indicating that the songs are effective in promoting a positive and  but  also  support  children's  language,  cognitive,  and  motor  skills interactive learning environment.  development. By integrating innovative educational tools such as 

narrative  songs,  educators  can  create  a  joyful  and  effective

To delve deeper into the results and discussion of the small-

learning  environment  that  nurtures  essential  skills  in  young

group  evaluation,  we  can  consider additional  perspectives  from

children (Baeten, 2016; Davis, 2024).

various  experts  and  countries,  along  with  empirical  evidence

from previous research.  Future  research  should  continue  to  explore  the  long-term 

impacts  of  such  educational  interventions  and  consider  cultural


Empirical Evidence and Expert Opinions

nuances  to  further  validate  these  findings  across  diverse

Table 7: Summary of Findings from Small-Group Evaluations                educational contexts.


CONCLUSION 

Study             Country     Key Findings                                         This  research  underscores  the  transformative  potential  of incorporating  Islamic  content-based  songs  into  early  childhood

education,  specifically  within  kindergarten  settings.  The  study,

(Sekano, 2023)     Indonesia    Small-group  activities  facilitate  social

skills  development  and  enhance  centered  around  the  illustrated  narrative  song  "Lulu  and  Tom," 

cooperative learning.  has  demonstrated  that  such  educational  tools  can  significantly 

enhance  young  learners'  engagement  and  development.  By

adhering  to  the  4D  model  and  Tessmer's  formative  evaluation

(Kraft, 2021)       Malaysia     Implementing narrative songs in small              stages,  the  research  ensured  a  thorough  and  rigorous  process, groups  improves  children's  language              resulting in highly valid and practical songs. and cognitive skills.

The  comprehensive  evaluations,  including  self-evaluation,

expert  review,  one-to-one  evaluation,  and  small-group

(MacDonald,       USA         Group-based learning using music and             evaluation, have confirmed the effectiveness of these songs. The 2017)                       stories      promotes      emotional            data  collected  through  various  methods  such  as  walkthroughs, understanding and empathy.  observations,  and  checklists  consistently  indicated  high  validity and  practicality.  The  findings  reveal  that  the  integration  of

illustrated  narrative  songs  not  only  fosters  cognitive,  language,

(Staikopoulos,      China        Collaborative  learning  through  songs              and  motor  skills  but  also  contributes  to  the  development  of 2015)                       and  narratives  boosts  children's            strong character and digital literacy in children.

engagement and motivation.

The  individual  and  group  assessments  provided  robust

evidence  that  the  songs  are  suitable  for  educational  use,  with

Discussion high  validity  scores  supporting  their  effectiveness.  This  study 

highlights  the  necessity  of  innovative  educational  tools  that

In (Chosokabe,  2017)  study  conducted  in  Indonesia,  small-

group activities  were  shown  to  significantly  improve  social  skills  create  a  joyful  and  effective  learning  environment,  crucial  for among  kindergarten  children. The  study  emphasized  the role  of                 meeting the challenges of 21st-century education. collaborative  tasks  in  fostering  communication,  sharing,  and  In  conclusion,  the  development  and  implementation  of teamwork,  which  are  critical  components  of  early  childhood  Islamic content-based songs like "Lulu and Tom" in kindergarten development.  can  significantly  enrich  the  learning  experience.  By  enhancing 

Similarly,  essential  skills  and  promoting  engagement,  these  innovative  (Peterson,  2021)   in  Malaysia  found  that  the integration  of  narrative  songs  in  small-group  settings  enhanced  tools play a vital role in nurturing proficient, digitally literate, and children's language and cognitive skills. The interactive nature of  morally  strong  learners.  This  research  advocates  for  the these activities encouraged children to express themselves more  continued  exploration  and  adoption  of  creative  educational methodologies  to  foster  comprehensive  development  in  early

freely  and  think  critically,  contributing  to  their  overall

development.                                                             childhood education.
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